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extraordinary number of books you have read in these few
months—twenty times as many as I have! I find you and
I agree nearly always about the books, i.e. those I have
read. I have always wanted to read more of A.E., and
must get his Divine Vision, though he is generally a little
above my head. The only book I much disagree about is
your severe verdict on my old friend Wilfrid Ward's
Personal Studies. I think his study of Mr* Balfour a very
brilliant piece of psychological analysis. But the fact is
that, caring for better things, you do not care at all for
society and politics and ecclesiastical biography, which
were Ward's subjects. You would like his beautiful life of
Aubrey de Vere, I think, though.
... You talk of Gray. I took my younger daughter to
Stoke Poges and his church and grave on Saturday, and we
had a very happy time reading the Elegy together in
the churchyard and looking at his grave and his pew and
the whole interesting church and the young green of the
trees, and some pink flowering trees and the birds which
were singing all about, and the white clouds sailing in the
blue: all just the things he enjoyed so himself. We had
tea at the cottage close by, and then she came home and I
went to Eton for Sunday.
... I quite agree about " working-man poets/' It is
like " soldier-poets." One is a poet or not. When one
reads a man's poetry it is interesting to know something of
his life: but the fact that he wrote it in a shop or in the
House of Commons or in the trenches does not make his
poetry better or worse.
To Algernon Cecil
34, Queen's Gate Gardens, S.W
May 7, 1919
my bear algernon,
Thank you very much for your letter. I was touched
by your finding time in all your anxiety and sorrow1 to
r   l Referring to the recent death of Mr. Algernon Cecil's mother. Lady
Eustace Cecil,

